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COMMUNITY SPORTING AND RECREATION FACILITIES FUND — 
PERTH SOCCER CLUB 

Statement by Member for Perth 
MS E. EVANGEL (Perth) [12.54 pm]: A very well deserved $850 000 community sporting and recreation 
facilities fund grant was recently allocated to Perth Soccer Club, which sits in the heart of the Perth electorate. 
Along with my colleagues Mr Frank Alban, member for Swan Hills, and Mr Chris Hatton, member for Balcatta, 
it was an absolute pleasure to present this $850 000 cheque to the Perth club president, Mr Gary Marocchi, and 
his team at their regular Thursday night members’ dinner. Gary and his committee members, including the 
chairman of ground redevelopment committee, Mr Jason Marocchi, committee members Paul Lee and 
Joe D’Orazio, and all board members have worked very hard to secure this $850 000 state government grant. It 
will be used to convert the natural turf at Dorrien Gardens to three new synthetic community playing fields. In 
addition, the grant will assist in upgrading parking, lighting and change rooms as well as creating a new facility 
for community groups and local schools to utilise. 

Dorrien Gardens has been the home of the Perth Soccer Club since 1952. To date, more than $1.5 million has 
been invested in upgrades and new facilities, making Dorrien Gardens one of this state’s premier local playing 
fields. With a capacity of 5 000 people, the facility is utilised heavily and often during the winter months. The 
proposed conversion to synthetic turf will provide greater and longer use of the ground. It will also allow for the 
introduction of new programs, fitness classes and recreational sports.  

Well done to Gary and Jason Marocchi and all members of the Perth Soccer Club committee for all their work 
and their tireless commitment to excellence for the club and its members. 
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